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Mission & voice

Community 
& Education
WashU Poker is the premier 
collegiate poker community 
where students compete, 
learn, and connect through 
strategic play. Students should 
feel welcome and excited at 
every WashU Poker event.
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Brand voice

Warm, calm, and inviting.
We want to teach and connect students, while encouraging the development of problem-solving 
and game-based skills. We are here to create a positive atmosphere above all.

What we are, and what we are not

We are We are not

A community Gambling promotion

A place to learn Intimidating or elite-only

Strategy and competition About winning money

Welcoming to beginners A boring announcement feed

Part of campus social life

Messaging

Say this Never show

“Meet new people at the table.” Money won

“No experience required.” Real-money stakes

“We’ll teach you.” Anything glamorizing gambling

“Sharpen your decision-making.” Skill and play, never wagering
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Everything we create contributes to one of three pillars.
01 · Community 02 · Competition 03 · Education

Belonging Excitement Authority
Make people feel that they are part of a 
community, which drives membership.

Show exciting and educational poker gameplay, 
which drives reputation.

Become known for teaching poker, which drives 
beginners and sponsors.

Member spotlights, officer interviews, 
celebrations, behind-the-scenes.

Final tables, tournament recaps, dramatic 
photography, player rankings.

Poker tips, probability graphics, hand analysis, 
in-game terminology.

Attendance · comments · DMs 40% of output Shares · reach 30% of output Saves 30% of output

Community first

Sell belonging, strategy and story, 
never gambling.

Beginner-friendly always

“Never played? We’ll teach you” is 
the hook that grows us.

Human over polished

Authentic content is what gets 
shared and saved.

Skill over money

Play money, real strategy. Never 
dollars won.
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Logo variations.

WashU  
Poker Club

On Ink On Paper with club title
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Basic color palette.

Ink
HEX #14110F

RGB 20 · 17 · 15

CMYK 0 · 15 · 25 · 92

Every headline, every body word on Paper, and 
dark backgrounds.

Paper
HEX #F4F3F1

RGB 244 · 243 · 241

CMYK 0 · 0 · 1 · 4

Light backgrounds, and all type and marks that 
sit on Ink.

Red
HEX #F21A17

RGB 242 · 26 · 23

CMYK 0 · 89 · 90 · 5

Marker squares, section rules, and small accent 
labels only.
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A five-step neutral ramp for secondary text and borders.

Ink

#14110F

Slate

#575553

Graphite

#6E6B69

Silver

#B1AFAD

Paper

#F4F3F1

Slate
HEX #575553

RGB 87 · 85 · 83

CMYK 0 · 2 · 5 · 66

Rules on Ink, never text.

Graphite
HEX #6E6B69

RGB 110 · 107 · 105

CMYK 0 · 3 · 5 · 57

Secondary text on Paper.

Silver
HEX #B1AFAD

RGB 177 · 175 · 173

CMYK 0 · 1 · 2 · 31

Rules on Paper and secondary text on Ink.
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Every approved pairing, measured against WCAG 2.1.
Sample Pairing Ratio Rating Where to use it

Ink on Paper All display and body type on light layouts.Aa 123 16.9:1 AAA

Graphite on Paper Captions, specs and supporting lines.Aa 123 4.8:1 AA

Silver on Paper Rules. Never type on Paper.Aa 123 2.0:1 Rules only

Paper on Ink All display and body type on dark layouts.Aa 123 16.9:1 AAA

Silver on Ink Secondary text and page numbers on dark.Aa 123 8.6:1 AAA

Slate on Ink Rules. Never type.Aa 123 2.5:1 Rules only

Red on Paper Markers, rules and short accent labels.Aa 123 3.8:1 Accent only

Red on Ink Markers, rules and short accent labels.Aa 123 4.4:1 Accent only

Red sits below the 4.5:1 body-text threshold, so never let a red label be the only place a piece of information appears.



Typography 09 / 16

IBM Plex: one family, three voices.

Aa
Display

Serif
ABCDEFGHIJKLM

NOPQRSTUVWXYZ

0123456789

Medium for headlines and subheads. Friendly 
and welcoming, in line with the brand voice.

Aa
Labels

Mono
ABCDEFGHIJKLM

NOPQRSTUVWXYZ

0123456789

SemiBold for eyebrows, data, chips and footers. 
Always uppercase with +8% tracking.

Aa
Body

Sans
ABCDEFGHIJKLM

NOPQRSTUVWXYZ

0123456789

Regular for running copy and anything meant to 
be read as a paragraph.
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Twelve text styles to guide hierarchy.
Display — IBM Plex Serif Medium Labels & body — Mono SemiBold, Sans Regular

All in.
Pull quote

Bring friends!Serif italic 44 / 
130%

Display / XL

150 / 100% · −2%

Eyebrow / L
About the club30 / 130% · +8%

Meet the execDisplay / L
Eyebrow / M

100 / 102% · −2% 04 — Leadership24 / 130% · +8%

Eyebrow / S

Four tiers.Display / M Prepared for the team
18 / 130% · +8%

76 / 105% · −2%
Body / L

Open to any student.Display / S

Every Thursday at 7pm. 40 / 150%
56 / 108% · −2%

Body / M
We go over the rules first.Subhead 34 / 150%Doors at seven, cards at half past.40 / 115% · −1%

Body / S
Logo at every tournament, plus a feature.24 / 150%
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Building blocks to guide composition.

Four tiers.
A Display headline with its break.

Header lockup Lockup on Ink Section break

20px Red marker · 22px gap · Eyebrow label · 
20px gap · hairline. Opens every layout.

Identical, but the label becomes Paper and the 
hairline becomes Slate.

6px solid Red under the headline (4px on deck 
and print). One per layout.

About the club Fall 2026 series

Class of 27

Free entry

Chip

Ink fill · Paper text · Eyebrow / L · 12px radius · 
24/12 padding. The only rounded corner.

Meta pair

Label in Ink, dot separator, value in Graphite. All 
Eyebrow / L. Use for facts.

Hairline · social · 3px

Hairline · deck & print · 2px

Accent · social · 6px

Accent · deck & print · 4px

Rule weights

Four only. Silver hairlines on Paper, Slate on Ink, 
solid Red accents.

Favorite hand ·

Class of · 2027

A10s



Textures 12 / 16

Three textures for image and graphics treatment.

Halftone

A dot-screen burst. Use it large and cropped by 
the artboard edge.

Behind everything

Type, photos and rules sit on top.

Grain

Fine film grain over a whole surface. Stops flat 
Ink looking digital. Use sparingly.

One per layout

Mixing two textures reads as noise.

Transparency gradient

A fade from Ink to clear. Lets type sit legibly 
over photography.

Keep it gradual

Ease opacity in slowly so no edge or banding 
shows.



Layout 13 / 16

A margin system for varying dimensions.
Type margin · all type and rules live inside Safe area · nothing important crosses it

Instagram post

1080 × 1350px · 80px margin

Carousels use it for every slide. Instagram story

1080 × 1920px · 80px margin

Safe area excludes the 250px the 
app covers.

Slide deck

1920 × 1080px · 140px margin

Decks and anything projected.

Print flyer

8.5 × 11in · 0.5in margin

Safe area allows for the white edge 
most printers leave when not 
trimmed.

between sectionsGap L · 80pxGap S · 20px inside a block Gap M · 40px between blocksSpacing
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Image treatments.

Bordered · On Paper

A 2px Silver border, square corners, full column 
width. Portraits and anything on a light layout.

IPA Online

Tournament

Scrim · On Ink

Full bleed with a gradient to Ink across the 
bottom. The only way type may sit on a photo.

Duotone · Texture

Desaturated to grayscale. Crowd shots and 
backgrounds where type sits alongside.



Applications 15 / 16

The system in use.

Print · Poster

Display / XL title, meta 
pairs for the dates and a 
duotone crowd shot.

Print · Club Fair

Pamphlets and playing 
cards at the fair: the system 
off the screen.

Instagram · On Ink

Halftone and duotone behind 
a Display headline and the 
four dates.

Instagram · On Paper

Bordered photo, sponsor 
lockup and a Red section 
break.

Instagram · Scrim

Full-bleed photo behind an 
Ink scrim, the only way type 
sits on a photo.



WashU Poker Club

See you at the table.

Thank You.

carolineblazek.com cblazek07@gmail.com @washupokerclub
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https://carolineblazek.com
mailto:cblazek07@gmail.com
https://www.instagram.com/washupokerclub/

